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Welcome to our Edinburgh 
Season for 2017/18.
There’s a distinctively Russian theme to our Edinburgh concerts 
this season with two major (and majorly popular) works by 
Tchaikovsky on the bill: his Pathétique Symphony and First 
Piano Concerto. There’s nothing quite like the big romantic sounds  
of this composer filling the Usher Hall, and with Alexander 
Vedernikov and Denis Kozhukhin on board, prepare yourself for 
some real Russian authenticity amongst the melodies and  
heartbreak. I’m delighted that John Wilson, our recently appointed  
Associate Guest Conductor, will join us in Edinburgh for the 
first time with a programme of British music that includes 
Elgar’s famous Cello Concerto.   

I’m very pleased that outside our regular engagements at 
the Edinburgh International Festival we’re able to play in this 
wonderful hall, giving Edinburgh audiences the chance to 
experience the unique sound and sheer joy in music-making 
that makes this orchestra so distinctive.  

Have a wonderful time.

Dominic Parker
Director, BBC SSO
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Tchaikovsky 

Thomas Dausgaard
Chief Conductor

Ilan Volkov
Principal Guest Conductor 

Matthias Pintscher 
Artist-in-Association     

John Wilson
Associate Guest Conductor 

Donald Runnicles
Conductor Emeritus

Laura Samuel 
Leader



Passions run high in our first Sunday afternoon 
concert of the season. Tchaikovsky’s Shakespeare-
inspired overture depicts both a storm at sea 
and youthful romance with equal abandon, while 
his Pathétique Symphony plunges us into the 
depths of despair even as it soars to heights of 
musical intensity. Has true anguish ever sounded 
so ravishing? And at the heart of the concert, 
melancholic songs of beauty and longing from 
a composer who was anything but a stiff old 
Edwardian gent, sung here by the great Scottish 
mezzo-soprano Karen Cargill.  

Tchaikovsky 
The Tempest 

Elgar   
Sea Pictures     

Tchaikovsky 
Symphony No.6 
(Pathétique)   

Karen Cargill mezzo-soprano
Martyn Brabbins conductor

(approximate finish time: 5.00pm)

 

Sunday  
01.10.2017
3.00pm

Tchaikovsky’s 
Pathétique 
Symphony

Tchaikovsky 
January 1905: Russia teeters on the brink of 
revolution – and as crowds of protesters fill  
St Petersburg’s Palace Square, great and terrible 
events are about to unfold. With its furious 
trumpets, revolutionary songs and clanging 
alarm bells, Shostakovich’s massive Eleventh 
Symphony has the immediacy and vividness of a 
great film score, charged with symphonic power 
and a profound sense of human tragedy. As a 
former music director of the Bolshoi, Alexander 
Vedernikov understands how to find the drama 
in this panoramic score, as well as matching 
BBC SSO favourite Denis Kozhukhin flourish for 
flourish and melody for melody in Tchaikovsky’s 
battle-royale of a First Piano Concerto.

Tchaikovsky 
Piano Concerto No.1   

Shostakovich  
Symphony No.11  
‘The Year 1905’       

Denis Kozhukhin piano
Alexander Vedernikov conductor

(approximate finish time: 5.00pm)

 

Sunday  
03.12.2017
3.00pm

Kozhukhin Plays 
Tchaikovsky 

Elgar



Elgar The music of Elgar and Walton speaks with a very 
particular accent, but its message is universal. 
Few artists understand that better than the BBC  
SSO’s Associate Guest Conductor John Wilson, 
and few have more of a gift for letting music speak.  
Wilson’s affinity with British music makes him a 
natural for Elgar’s bright ’n’ breezy Cockaigne 
overture. But when he joins forces with Leonard 
Elschenbroich expect to hear Elgar’s Cello 
Concerto in a completely new light. And expect 
Walton’s explosive First Symphony – a fusion of 
love and rage, forged at white heat in an age  
of anxiety – to go off like a volcano.

Elgar  
Overture: Cockaigne  
(In London Town)   

Elgar    
Cello Concerto     

Walton 
Symphony No.1   

Leonard Elschenbroich cello
John Wilson conductor

(approximate finish time: 5.00pm)

 

Sunday  
18.02.2018
3.00pm

Elgar’s Cello  
Concerto 

Cover photos: Karen Cargill by K K Dundas,  
Leonard Elschenbroich by Felix Broede  
Photos: Martyn Brabbins by Benjamin Ealovega, 
Denis Kozhukhin, John Wilson by Sim Canetty-Clarke



Area I: £72.00  
for all three concerts (saving £18.00) 

Area II: £60.00  
for all three concerts (saving £15.00) 

Area III: £48.00  
for all three concerts (saving £12.00) 

Area IV: £36.00  
for all three concerts (saving £9.00) 

Single Tickets
Area I: £30.00
Area II: £25.00
Area III: £20.00
Area IV: £15.00

Single Ticket Concessions
Under 16s and school pupils: £6.00 

Students and Registered Unemployed: £6.00 
Those in full time education or unemployed  
can buy tickets in areas II-IV for £6.00 each  
(proof of status may be requested).

Registered Disabled: Both you and a companion 
will receive 50% discount on any single full  
price ticket

Groups: Get a group of 10 together and have 1 
extra ticket free (that’s 2 free tickets for a group  
of 20, etc. – only one concession applies)

Box Office:  
0131 228 1155   

www.usherhall.co.uk

Book for all 3 Concerts and Save 20% 
Buy a ticket for all three concerts in the series and receive a 20% 
discount on your tickets. Offer open until Friday 29 September 
2017 only. Offer only applies to full price tickets. 
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Monday–Saturday 10am to 5.30pm
When there is an event on a Sunday the box office 
is open from 1pm until 30 minutes after the start 
of the event.

Cheques should be made payable to:  
City of Edinburgh Council.
All major credit cards accepted.
Please note there is a £1 transaction fee for 
bookings by telephone, online or by post.

Disabled Access
Wheelchair accommodation is available.  
Parking spaces for blue badge holders are located 
across from the Royal Lyceum Theatre in Grindlay 
Street and also in Cambridge Street across  
from the Traverse Theatre.

Getting to the Usher Hall
The Usher Hall is located between the Royal 
Lyceum Theatre and Traverse Theatre. It is close 
to both Haymarket and Waverley train stations 
(approx. 15 minutes walk from either). A taxi rank 
is situated opposite the hall. There is limited 
on-street parking, however a 24-hour car park is 
located behind the hall on Castle Terrace.

A large print, text-only version of this 
brochure is available, for a copy please 
telephone: 0141 552 0909 

All the concerts in this series are promoted in 
association with the Usher Hall.

Box Office:
0131 228 1155
Usher Hall Box Office
Lothian Road  
Edinburgh
EH1 2EA

Customers’ personal details are held in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Data Protection Act 1998. If consent is given at the time of ticket 
purchase, this information will be passed to the BBC SSO and may be used to contact you with information about forthcoming concerts or BBC events. These 
details will not be passed on to any third party. If you wish to have your name removed from the orchestra’s mailing-list please e-mail: bbcsso@bbc.co.uk or 
telephone: 0141 422 6728. The information in this brochure was correct at the time of publishing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra reserves the right to 
amend artists and programmes for any of the listed concerts if necessary. Design by d8.uk

BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra
BBC Scotland
City Halls, Candleriggs
Glasgow G1 1NQ
bbc.co.uk/bbcsso

Stay connected 
facebook.com/bbcsso
twitter: @bbcsso 
youtube.com/bbcsso
instagram.com/bbcsso 


